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Research Regarding the Facial Expressions and Actions of Elderly People with Dementia

Focusing on Group Home for the Elderly with Dementia
Takahumi MIYAZAKI™?, Xin GA™Zand Ken MTURA™
“IGraduate School of Human Life Science, Osaka City University

Summary
This research was conducted with 9 peoples of a group home for people with dementia as subjects in
order to understand the effects of actions and the existence of other peoples in a group home for people
with dementia on facial expressions. 13 hours of video were taken in 10 minute intervals over a period
of 4 days.
1) The fact that there is a high level of smiling during conversations, and that the level of smiling is

The results of this were:

significantly higher in the case that conversations are carried on at the same time as other activities as
compared to when the activities are carried out without conversation, shows that conversations have
an effect on the facial expressions of peoples, and2) Even when a person is not doing anything, their
level of smiling is significantly high when other people at the same table are having a conversation. It
became clear that just being present at the same table when other people are having a conversation,
even when a person is not participating in the conversation, has an effect on facial expressions.

3) These findings show that, for the GH environment, programs and environments that make it easy
for conversations to occur are important.
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